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CHRISTIAN PARENT, 


OU now intend, to devote your child to the 
ſervice of God, in the holy ordinance of 825 


tiſm. 

This is a very ſolemn act of religion; and before you 
can go about it in a proper manner it is neceſſary that 
you ſhould ſeriouſly conſider, whether you are qualified 
for the right performance of this duty. If you perſiſt 
in ſinful courſes; if you are ignorant of the nature of 
the ordinance itſelf, and of your own duty on this oc- 
caſion; or if you are not ſincere in reſolving to perform 
the promiſes you are about to come under, in this caſe 
your ſervice will be unprofitable to yourſelf, and highly 
offenſive to the Almighty God. 

Let me ſeriouſly exhort you therefor, now to confider 
with yourſelf, 1ſt, What has been your conduct during 
the courſe of your paſt life? 2dly, Whether you un- 
derſtand the nature of the ordinance in which you are 
now to be engaged? and 3dly, Whether you are ſincere 
in reſolving,to perform the ſolemn promiſes you are then 
to make ? 

I. Seriouſly confider, what has been your conduct 
during the courſe of your paſt life. 

That you may be enabled to form ſome right judg- 
ment of this, remember what you have been told, | hat 
in your infancy you was offered up by your parents to 
the ſervice of God and Chriſt in this ordinance ; by which 
you come not only to have the name of a Chriſtian, but 
to have a right to all the outward privileges of the 
chriſtian church, and are alſo called to be a partaker of 
thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, which our Lo xp has procured 
for his people. 

As you profeſs yourſelf a Chriſtian, you thereby come 
under an obligation to renounce ſin, to obey the precepts 
of Chriſt, and to imitate his example, —As you claim a 
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right, to the outward privileges, of the Chriſtian church, 
ſo you thereby come under an obligation to attend regu- 
lary and with ſincerity, upon the miniſtration of the 
word, ſacraments, and prayer; — And as you are called 
to be a partaker of theſe ſpiritual bleflings which Chriſt 
has purchaſed for his people, you thereby come under 
an obligation to employ thoſe means, which God has 


appointed, in order to your obtaining theſe bleſſings. 


I preſume, that in your younger years, your parents 
or your teachers, have inſtructed you in the knowledge 
of theſe things. If, through any misfortune or negligence 
on their part, they have not done ſo, ſince that time you 
have had many opportunities of informing yourſelf. 


Tou are now called to confider how far you have fulfil- 


led theſe obligations. Bu- to be more particular. 

You profeſs yourſelf a Chriſtian. 

Have you, as it becomes a Chriſtian, renounced ſin as 
that evil by which man has offended God, and brought 
himſcit into a ſtate of condemnation ? Have you never 
willingly allowed finful thoughts to enter your heart, or 
profane words to eſcape your lips? Have you never de- 
liberately, given indulgence to unholy deſires, nor de- 
filed yourſelf by impure actions? Have you never en- 
couraged ſentiments of malice, anger, envy, hatred, or 
revenge againſt your neighbour ? Have you never covet- 
ed his worldly goods? Have you never been diſhoneſt, 
in your dealings? Have you never practiſed falſhood, nor 
deceived your brother, by diſguiſing the truth? Fur« 
ther, Have you endeavoured not only to be blameleſs and 
harmleſs, but to cultivate piety and virtye in your heart, 
and to practiſe it in your life? Do you .endeavour to 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and is it 
your ſtudy to expreſs your love to him by obeying his 
commands? Are you thankful to him for his paſt mer- 
cies? Are you ſenſible of your continual dependence upon 
him, and do look to him for thoſe bleflings which you 
daily ſtand in need of? You know that you have been 
created for his glory. Has it been your concern to live to 
this great end? Are you ſubmiſſive to him and content- 


ed 


CT-S DL 


ed with the ſtate he has been pleaſed to aflign you? Are 
you reſigned to his providence ? Do you receive his bleſ- 
ſings with thankſgiving, and bear his chaſtiſements with 
patience ?—Do you alſo love your fellow creatures ? 
Do you entertain benevolent affections to every one a- 
round you, and do you expreſs your kindneſs by doing 
them all the good offices that lies in your power? Do 
you bear with the frailties of your brother, and is it your 
care to conceal rather than to expoſe his infirmities, to 
correct his errors rather by the gentleneſs of perſuaſion 
than by the bitterneſs of reproach ? Do you ſympathize 
with your neighbour in diſtreſs, even ſuppoſing that he 
has brought his misfortunes upon himſelf? this is your 
duty much more when they are brought upon him by 
the hand of God. Have you then endeavoured to com- 
fort him under his afflictions, to ſoften the griefs of his 
heart, and to relieve his anxious thoughts ? Have you 
ſupplied your needy friend, as far as your circumſtances 
would allow you? Haye you fed him when hungry, have 
you cloathed him when naked, have you viſited him when 
in ſickneſs? —Theſe are duties which you owe to every 
one; but have you behaved properly to thoſe with whom 
you are more nearly connected? Have you been a duti- 
ful ſon, do you love your parents, and, in return for 
their care of you, is it your deſire to make their old age 
comfortable and happy ? Are you a kind brother, do 
you live in friendſhip, intimacy, and peace with the chil- 
dren of your parents? Are you an affectionate huſband, 
and do you ſtrive to make the woman, whom you have 
choſen as the companion of your life, happy as yourſelf? 
But again, Have you been dutiful to yourſelf ? Have 
you been careful to improve your time ? Have you made 
a right uſe of the talents and advantages which God has 
beſtowed upon you ? Have you been induſtrious to pro- 
vide for your own ſubſiſtence, and that of your family? 
Have you been attentive to preſerve your health by regu- 
larity, temperance, and ſobriety? —In a word, Have you, 
as it becomes a Chriſtian in all theſe things, endeavoured 


to imitate the example of your bleſſed Saviour, who did 
no 
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no fin, neither was guile found in his lips, who went a- 
bout doing good ? He has left this example. that you 
might walk in his ſteps, and if it is not your defire to 
have the ſpirit of Jeſus, you are none of his. 

But further, as a Chriſtian you claim a right to the 
outward priv leges of the chriſtian church.Confider what 
improvement you have made of theſe privileges. 

You have in your hands the Holy Scriptures in which, 
you ſhall find the words of eternal life Haveyon readthem 
frequently and feriouſly ? Have you attended to them as 
the revealed will of God, and ſtudied to underſtand them 
fo as to apply them to your own heart? You have fre- 
quent opportunfties of meeting in the aſſemblies of Chri- 
ſtians to worſhip God and to hear his word? Are you re- 
gular in your attendance upon theſe ordinances of reli- 
gion? Do you remember the Sabbath to keep it holy? Do 
you never willingly miſemploy that day, by abſenting 
vourſelf from the houſe of God, by fooliſh diverſions or 
idle company? You have acceſs to the holy ſacrament 
of the Lord's ſupper : Have you improved this privilege? 
Have you teſtified your gratitude to your Redeemer, and 
confirmed what your parents have done at your baptiſm, 
by engaging yourſelf to be the Lord's. Or if you have 
been regular in your attendance, Have you performed 
your religious ſervices in a proper manner? When you 
praiſed God, was it from a juſt ſenſe of his excellencies? 
When you thanked him, was it from real gratitude for 
his merci-s ? When you prayed to him, was & from real 
faith in him as able to give, and a fineere defire- to ob- 


tain his blefling? And when you heard his word. was it 


with an carneſt purpoſe to be inſtructed and profited. by 
what you heard? Or have you gone about theſe fervices 
with mere formality, to be ſeen of men, from conftraint 
or fear, approaching God with your lips while your heart 
was far from him. 

Laſtly, as a Chriſtian you are called to be a partaker of 
thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings which our Saviour has obtained for 
his people, Conſider again whether mn have been car» 
ucſt to obtain theſe, 


Our 
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Our Lord has appeared to give us the knowledge of 
ſalvation by the remiſſion of our fins. Have you then 
been deſirous to obtain forgiveneſs of God thro' Chriſt, 
that being pardoned, you may be at peace with him ? 
Fe hath come to be a Mediator between God and man: 
Have you been earneſt to find acceſs to your Creator by 
this new and living way which he hath opened up ? He 
has directed us in what manner to come to God thro?” 
him, namely by a lively faith: Have you been earneſt to 
obtain that faith by which you may approach with bold- 
neſs and confidence to a throne of grace? He hath pro- 
cured for us the Spirit of God, to enlighten, to ſanctify, to 
ſtrengthen and comfort us. Have you been fervent in 
your prayers, and diligent and conſtant in your endea- 
vours to procure his gracious influences ? He hath, by 
his reſurrection from the dead given us the proſpect of 
a bleſſed immortality. Has it been your care, by a life of 
Holineſs and faith, to obtain and cheriſh the well ground- 
ed hopes of a reſurrection to an inheritance that is in- 
corruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not away ? 

In many of theſe reſpects the beſt Chriſtians have of- 
fended and come ſhort of their duty, and therefore we 
Have all of us reaſon to be humbled in the fight of God. 
— But perhaps your negligence and offences have 
deen greater than thoſe of many others, If this is 
your cafe, it is now full time for repentance. The day 
of your life may be already far ſpent ; and tho” you are 
not far advanced in years, the night of death may be at 
hand. Endeavour therefore to obtain a deep ſenſe of 
your fins : Draw near to God with a broken heart and 
be encouraged by this conſideration, that in Jeſus you 
have a merciful High Prieſt who can have compaſlion on 
the ignorant and on them that are out of the way, If 
you: continue in your ſins you cannot proſper, but if you 
confeſs and forſake them, God thro” Chriſt is gracious 
and merciful to forgive them. Sincerely therefore and 
firmly -reſolve with yourſelf, that the time paſt thall be 
more than ſufficient to have wrought the will of he fleſh, 


and that for the future you will a&t in a manner more 
becoming 
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becoming a Chriſtian, Such holy reſolutions are at all 
times neceſſary, but they are more particularly ſo at this 
time, when you have a view of entering into the more 
immediate preſence of God in this holy ordinance, This 
will more fully appear by proceeding to what I adviſed in 
the 

IT place, That you conſider whether you enk 
the nature of this ſacrament, and what your duty is on 
this occaſion. | 

I truſt you have been better inſtructed than to conſi- 
der it, as I fear too many do, a mere ceremony, which it 
is cuſtomary to obſerve, and which it is ſufficient you per- 
form with outward decency, If you conſider it in no 
higher view,your ſervice can neither be acceptable to God, 
nor in any degree profitable to yourſelf, That you may 
have a clear and plain knowledge of it, you may learn, 
that the word Baptiſm in the Greek language is uſed to 
ſignify waſhing or cleanſing. It appears that this rice was 
well known among the Jews before the days of our Savi- 
our in the fleſh, as it was conſtantly practiſed with regard 
to thoſe who renounced idolatry, and embraced the faith 
and ſervice of the God of Iſrael. ** Baptiſm was therefore 
© conſidered as the Ix I T 1A T lo or /olemn admiſſion of 
© thoſe Proſelytes into the church of God.” After this 
manner it was, that thoſe who received the baptiſm of 
John the forerunner of Chriſt, did reaounce ſin by pro- 
feſſing repentance, and their need of being waſhed, and 


were admitted as his diſciples by declaring their faith in 
the Meſſiah who was ſoon to appear. Thus were they to 


be prepared for the kingdom of Chriſt.— The more ſo- 
lemn inſtitution of Chriſtian-baptiſm is given us by our 
blefled Saviour, After his reſurrection, he gave this 
commiſſion to his diſciples, ** Go, teach all nations, bap- 
« tizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
* Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve whatſoever I have 
« commanded you; and lo! I am with you alway to 
© the end of the world.“ You may further obſerve, 
that as circumciſion under the law was a token and ſeal 
of that covenant which God had made with Abraham 

and 
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and his poſterity, and as thoſe who received this rite were 
outwardly admitted to be partakers of the bleflings or 
privileges of that covenant ; ſo, under the diſpenſation 
of the-goſpel, they who are baptized, are hereby admit- 
ted into the Church of Chriſt, and have a right to be 
partakers of the privileges and bleſſings of her members; 


and if children, by circumciſion, were capable of receiv- 


ing the bleſſings of the covenant made with Abraham, 
they are now no leſs capable of being made partakers of 
the bleſſings under the goſpel by baptiſm. When you 
therefore bring your children to be baptized, you offer 
them up to God, that they may be received, not only as 
outward members of his church on earth, but likeways 
with a deſire that they may be made partakers of the 
bleſſings of the covenant of life in Chriſt Jeſus. In con- 
firmation of what we have now obſerved, we ſee that our 
Lord in the goſpel, has given his ſervants the greateſt 
encouragement to do this: Suffer, faith he, little chil- 
„ dren to come unto me, and forbid them not: And 
„ when they were brought to him, he laid his hands on 
e them, and blefſed them.” This alſo we know has 
been the practice of chriſtians in all ages. We read in 
the ſcriptures that when Lydia, the jailor, and Stephanus 
believed, not only they, but their whole family and houſe- 
hold were baptized ; and this practice has been continu- 
ed in every ſucceeding age, Happy indeed are they who 
have a full intereſt in the covenant of life and grace; 
who are born again of the water and of the Spiri: ; who 
are ſaved by the waſhing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Ghoſt ; who are wathed and juſtified, and 
ſanctiſied, thro' the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our 
God. 

From the account now given of the nature of this or- 
dinance, you map, in a great meaſure, learn what is the 
nature of your duty on this occaſion. 

As it is a ſacrament in which you come under very 
ſolemn vows to God, ſo it is to be gone about with the 
greateſt deliberation and reverence. As it is of Chriſt's 


appointment, ſo it is to be obſerved with the utmoſt fide- 
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lity by all his followers; and as rich ſpiritual bleſſings 
are thereby ſignified to us, fo we ought to be earneſt in 
our prayers to God, that theſe bleflings may be imparted 
to our children. But to be more particular, 

As you here devote your child to the ſervice of God 
and Chriſt, fo this is what you cannot do with real ſince- 
rity, without at the ſame time acknowledging your own 
faith in Chriſt as your Saviour, and your compliance 
with tho/e doctrines and precepts which he has taught. 
It is impoffible for a man to be fincere in praying for 
favours and bleflings for his child, the importance of 
which he doth not know or feel. As it is then a very 
daring act of impiety for a man to come into the preſence 
of God, in a ſolemn manner, with a lie in his heart, fo 
to prevent this fin, conſider now ſeriouſly with yourſelf, 
Whether you do really believe ih that Saviour whoſe 
name you profeſs. A general knowledge or ſuperficial 
belief is not enough, for this is what many may have, 
who have no pretenſions to be called Chriſtians. You 
muſt conſider further, Whether you have a juſt and lively 
conviction, of the great and important truths contained 


in the Goſpel, that they are the will of God revealed for 


your ſalvation, And that you may be able to judge bet- 
ter of the reality of your faith, Conſider what influence 
it has had upon your life and converſation. If you con- 
tinue deliberately in ſin, and if you have not, with your 
whole heart, complied with the propoſals of divine mer- 
cy, then your faith is dead and of no avail ; but if, on 
the other hand, you have willingly complied with theſe 
propoſals, and ſincerely endeavour to act in a manner a- 
greeable to the doctrines and precepts of the goſpel, then, 
with truth, you may. make a public profeſſion of your 

faith on this occaſion. | 
But further, while in this ordinance you profeſs your 
deſire, that your child may be a partaker of all the out- 
ward privileges which belong to the members of the 
Church of Chriſt, you alſo expreſs a deſire which is yet 
more important, namely, 'That your child may have an 
intereſt in theſe ſpiritual b! 1.229 which Chriſt has ob- 
tained 
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tained for his people.: That, as baptiſm is a ſign of being 
ingrafted into Chriſt, or of being united to him, ſo it is 
your deſire that your infant may become as it were a 
branch of that ſpiritual tree, whereof Chriſt is the root, 
and from which all the other branches receive ſtrength 
and nouriſhment, ſo as to bring furth the fruits of 
righteouſneſs to life eternal: That he may be born again 
of the Divine Spirit, that the ſinful diſpoſitions of his na- 
ture being taken away, holy and virtuous affections may 
be given him: That he may be received into the num- 
ber of the children of God; that, being under his fa- 
therly care, he may enjoy all the bleſſings aud privileges 
of a ſon: That he may obtain, thro' the atonement and 
interceſſion of his Redeemer, the forgiveneſs of his ſins 
and peace with God: That, being guided by his grace 
and ſpirit throughout all the dangers and trials of this 
probationary ſtate, he may at laſt obtain a bleſſed reſur- 
rection. 

As theſe your deſires are directed towards God, who 
is the Searcher of hearts, ſo you may juſtly conſider this 
as the moſt ſolemn and ferious part of your duty on this 
occaſion : That you may be heard, then it is neceſſary 
that you ſhould be fincere ; in order to which, you 
ought to ſtrive to have upon your mind a juſt ſenſe of 
the importance of the bleffings you aſk, a lively faith in 
God, as able to give, and a truſt in him, that from the 
promiſes he has made he is willing to beſtow them. — 
But tho! it is at this time, when you offer up your child 
to God in this Holy Sacrament, that the greateſt atten- 
tion and ſeriouſneſs is required, yet your deſire and pray - 
er to God for him ought not to be confined to this time 
alone ; both before and after the ordinance, it will be 
proper and uſeful that you addreſs God in ſome ſuch 
thoughts or words as theſe : 

© Moſt merciful Father in Heaven, and I truſt my 
© reconciled God thro' Chriſt, I come before thee at 
this time under a deep ſenſe of my own unworthineſs, 
but with a lively hope of thy mercy and forgiveneſs. 


According to the appointment of my Saviour, I de- 
«c fire 
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"th * defire to devote the child that thou haſt given 
. * me, to thy ſervice and to the ſervice of Jeſus 
| his Redeemer. Accept of the offering I humbly 
** entreat thee, O Lord, and let not my unworthi- 
* neſs prevent thy grace, I plead, on the invitation 
© which my Saviour has given, that we bring fuch little 
* ones unto him becauſe of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven. 
* May this infant be made an heir of thy promiſes, 
© and may he be of the happy number of thoſe lambs 
which belong to the ſheepfold of Jeſus. While he is 
*© baptized with water, do thou baptize with thy Holy 
* Spirit ; that being born again after thy Divine Image, 
* he may love thee with ſincerity and ſerve thee with 
«« faithfulneſs May he be received into the number of 
** thy children, that thou mayeſt extend thy fatherly care 
towards him, and that he may give thee that reve- 
«© rence and obedience which is due from a ſon. Gract- 
| ** ouſly preſerve him from the many dangers of infancy, 
| that he may riſe up in the world to be uſeful in the 
4 * ſtation which thou haſt aſſigned him. Do thou mer- 
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cifully defend him from thoſe heavier diſtreſſes which 
« others ſuffer ; but more eſpecially preferve him from 
* the ſnares of ſin, from the violence of paſſion, from the 
1 power of lawleſs deſire, and from the influence of the 
il * many temptations of the world. May all his trangreſ- 
. * ſions be forgiven thro” the interceſſion of his Media- 
| tor, that being at peace with thee he may experience 
7 * the blefledneſs of thoſe whoſe fins are freely pardon- 


«ed, 
1 * As he is baptized in the name of Jeſus, ſo may he 
be enabled to imitate his example by walking in his 


e ſteps. May he be like him, holy, harmleſs, and un- 
| * defiled, May his young mind be early inclined to 
4 ** picty and virtue, and as he grows in years, may he 
' grow in the knowledge and practice of true wiſdom. 
5 May it be his chief ſtudy to plcaſe thee, and to be go- 
| ce ing about doing good to his fellow- creatures. As he 
| is baptiſed to the death of Chriſt, ſo, as Chriſt died, 
l 6 * may he be dead to the world and all its vanities, may 


* he be dead to fin and to all its pleaſures. May 
þ « * 
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he be ſtedfaſt in his good purpoſes, neither ſeduced by 


the allurements, nor diſcouraged by the diſtreſſes of 
life. As Chriſt roſe again from the dead, ſo may he 
riſe with him to newneſs of life, to unfeigned holineſs 
and to that happy converſe with God on earth which 
ſhall be afterwards perfected in heaven, And having 
finiſhed a life of virtue in the world, may he through 
Jeſus his advocate with thee, the Father, look forward 
with hope and comfort, to that life of more perfect 
happineſs. which thou haſt reſerved for all thy good 
and faithful ſervants. 

„While I pray for my infant, I pray alſo for myſelf, 
That I may be enabled with fidelity, to diſcharge the 
duties which I owe to him as his parent, Do thou 
therefor inſpire me with a juſt and affecting ſenſe of 
true religion and virtue, that having felt it upon my 
own heart, I may be able to teach it to my child. 


Do thou ſtrengthen me in the practice of it, that he 


being encouraged by my example, may be perſuaded to 
keep all thy precepts, If it be thy will, may I be ſpa- 
red in the world to train up my child in the way that 
he ſhould go ; but if thou haſt otherways ordained, - 
leave him not deſtitute. Thou art a huſband to the 
widow, and a ſtay to the orphan ; O be thou to him 
a Father and a Friend. Accept, I beſeech thee O 
God! of the dedication I have made, hear the prayers 
I have offered up, and ſend an anſwer of peace from 
on high, that my ſoul may magnify the Lord, and my 
ſpirit rejoice in the rock of my ſalvation.” 

Such thoughts directed towards God, are not only ne- 


ceſſary on this occaſion, but will prove very ſerviceable to 
yourſelf, They will impreſs upon your mind a juſt ſenſe 
of the ſolemnity of the ſervice in which you are employ- 
ed : 'They will remind you of the ſpiritual preſence of 
God, aad of your continual dependence upon him ; and 
they will thow you the ſtrength of the obligations you are 
under to bring up your child to the fervice-of God and 


in 


the paths of virtue, 
But this leads me to the 


HI Thing I adviſed, namely, That you ſhould conſider 
the 
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the importance of the duties you owe to your child, and 
whether you are ſincere in your reſolutions to perform 
the ſolemn promiſes you are to make. 

The obligations you are under to do every thing that 
lies in your power to make your. child happy are evident. 
Independent of law or revelation, there is. implanted in 
the heart of every parent a natural affection towards his 
offspring, The greateſt barbarians, nay, even irrational 
creatures, are poſſeſſed of this principle. By it they are 
naturally led to brood over their young, to provide for 
them in their helpleſs ſtate,and to defend them from danger. 
This affection muſt be yet ſtronger in thoſe whom God 
has endowed with reaſon, who muſt find many rational 
conſiderations ſtrengthening the principles of nature: It 
is ſcarcely poſſible indeed, that any man can altogether 


deſtroy the feelings of a parent, and that fondneſs for his 


child which is ſo deeply rooted in his breaſt. But even 
ſuppoſing that he is unſenſible to this affection, yet his 


reaſon muſt tell him, that, as God has made him the in- 


ſtrument of bringing this young one into the world, ſo 
he is thereby naturally bound to provide for him. If 
he does not bear with his weaknefles, if he does not ſup- 
ply his wants, if he does not compaſſionate his diſtreſles, 
who is expected to do fo? I believe there are few who are 
not ſenſible of this obligation, ſo as to provide food and 
cloathing for their little ones ; nay, rather than that they 
ſhould want what is neceſſary, they will deny themſelves 
many of the comforts of life. They are further encou- 
raged to this by the hope of gratitude from their children, 


who, in return for their care, will comfort or ſupply 


them when diſtreſs or old age overtakes them. 


But a care to ſupply the natural wants of your child is 


the ſmalleſt part of your duty as a parent : In as far as 
the ſoul is more valuable than the body, ſo far does the 
cultivation of the mind in religious knowledge require a 
greater degree of attention than the preſervation of the 
mere external frame: As the body decays or dies for 
want of nouriſhment or proper food, fo the ſoul becomes 
depraved, or perithes ſor want of proper inſtruction. 
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You are unhappy when you ſee your child i in 8 or > 
ſickneſs, and you do every thing you can to prevent or to 


. remove ſuch ills; but you have greater cauſe for ſorrow, 
* when, for want of proper care, your child ſuffers anguiſh 
p and diſtreſs of ſpirit : You ought therefore, to prevent | 
* this, by conſidering it as one of your moſt important du- * 
| ties to give your child a religious and virtuous education. 
" In every age this has been regarded as ſuch : It is ſpoken, 
* to the honour of Abraham, I know him, faith the, 
8: Lord, that he will command his children and his houſe- 
; „ hold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the 
q * Lord o do juſtice and judgment.” Under Moſes this' 
11 was likeways frequently and poſitively enjoined, That 
[t they ſhould not only read the law at ſtated times, but 
1 that they ſhould make it in a manner the continual ſub- 
Rp ject of their converſation. ** Ye ſhall lay up theſe 
6 « words in your heart, and in your ſoul, and you ſhall 
18 * teach them to your children, ſpeaking of them when 
2 * thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
* * the way, and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
K * riſeſt up.” If this was neceſſary under the law, much 
4 more now under the goſpel, where much greater ſpiritu- 4 
| al bleflings are promiſed and beſtowed ; for, as chriſtiani- 
&, ty conſiſts in real integrity of ſpirit, and not in the per- 
1 formance of outward ceremonies, ſo, unleſs you' ſtrive 
to inculcate lively impreſſions upon the heart and mind , 
4 of your child, you cannot expect that ever he will have 
* any true ſenſe of religion. 
K As you will not probably have time for the whole of 


his education, it is proper and neceſſary to ſend him to 
N public ſchools; but there is much more than this requir- 
ed of you as a parent: You ought to be frequently em- 


# ployed with him in private, to give him an early knowledge 
A of the duties which he owes to his God, to his fellow 
4 creatures, and to himſelf : Teach him to love his Crea- 
A tor and Redeemer in the days of his youth, and to re- 
# member that his firſt ſervice are due to his God, for the 
2 fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom. Teach him 


to 


ik 1 

100 | | | 
[i to love his neighbour as himſelf, and to do all the good 
Fe do ſociety that lies in his power, reminding him that he 
1 is not born for himſelf, but to be ſerviceable to mankind. 
ts Teach him to be careful, temperate, and diligent ; and, 
1. that you may do this the more effectually, ſtudy his tem- 
. per and inclination, Do not force him to a buſineſs 
105 which he does not like; wiſh rather to make him a good 
A than a great man : Neither ought you to encourage that 
1 which. you may conſider as ſpirit and ambition, for this 
. is generally no more than vanity or pride. He vill be 
1 much happier in the world with the character of an honeſt 
. and induſtrious neighbour, than that of a foppiſh fine 
16 gentleman, Inſpire him with an early regard to inte- 
* grity and truth, and with a deteſtation to every appear- 
1 ance of deceit and falſehood. Repreſent to him the dan- 
1% ger of idleneſs and vice, with the many miſerable con- 
of. ſequences attending them. Set before him the reaſon- 


ableneſs of religion and induſtry, with the happineſs to 
be found in the exerciſe of virtue, Warn him of the 
44 dangers to which he is expoſed in the world; that tho' 

A he ought to hate cunning, yet he may act with prudence, 
that he may be wiſe as a ſerpent, yet he may be harmleſs 


15 as a dove. Uſe every method and argument that can 
+ . . . 

. reſtrain or terrify him from ſinful pleaſure; encourage 
5 him with every conſideration and reward that may ani- 


mate him in the diſcharge of his duty. Particularly, 
let me perſuade you, to give him a good example, not 
only of induſtry and virtue, but of piety and devotion : 
This will make a ſtronger impreſſion upon him than all 
your exhortations, whereas a bad example will render 
your beſt inſtructions of little uſe. Burt it is much to be 
lamented, that moſt people in theſe days confine their re- 
ligion to the obſervation of the Sabbath; ſome, more 
ſerious, remember their private prayers ; few are atten- 
tive to ſeek God with their houſe. A falſe ſhame. may 
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reſtrain ſome from the performance of this duty, but I hy 
fear the want of real religion is the moſt frequent cauſe * 
of this neglect. You may exhort your children to be h 
religious; but, if they never ſee you read the word of 8 
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God yourſelf, if they never hear a prayer from your 
mouths, what: are they to think? Do they not naturally 
conclude, that if it was a proper thing for them to do ſo, 
you would give them the example? 'Tho* you had no 
children, yet this is a duty which you ought to perform 
for your own ſake, it is one of the happieſt means for 
preſerving the ſpirit of devotion, But if you have a fami- 
ly and children,the obligation becomes ſtronger, where not 
only your own ſpiritual welfare, but that of thoſe who 
are committed to your care, is ſo nearly concerned. 'The 
regular diſcharge of this duty will not only have a hap- 
py effect, in impreſſing religious inſtruction upon their 
minds, but alſo of giving them a habit of religion by 
which it will be rendered familiar and agreeable. Prayer 
is the life of a chriſtian, and we find it to have been the 


frequent exerciſe of good men in every age. As for 
8 me, faith the Pſalmiſt, * I will call upon God, and the 
3 LorD ſhall ſave me. Evening and morning, and at 
p noon will I pray and cry aloud, and he ſhall hear my 
voice, The Lord will command his loving kindneſs in 
's the day time, and in the night his ſong ſhall be with me, 
s and my prayer unto the God of my life.” Ir is in youth 
98 that ſuch inſtructions and examples are moſt uſeful ; 
1 then tlie mind is free from prejudice, open to conviction, 
wy and willing to learn, By a proper attention at this 
J's | ſeaſon, you may fave both yourſelf and your child much 
88 trouble and much ſorrow in riper years. Vitious habits 
Fo contracted in youth are diflicult, nay, almoſt impoſlible 
Ml to be overcome; whereas early habits of religion and 
ww virtue, , will have a happy influence on the whole of his 
be after-life, By cuſtom, duties which at firſt were painful 
nt and laborious, will i the end become pleaſas: and eaſy; 
1 for thoſe that ſeek God carly ſhall find him. 
_ If you are duly Mtentive to theſe things, your labour 
ay will be amply rewarded. A virtuous education is of 


more importance to your child than great wealth; for 
riches become a curſe to the profligate heir. But your 
heart will rejoice-when you ſ:e your child, riſing in the 
world, an honour to his friends, a blefling to ſociety, 
C reſpected 
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N 
reſpected by good men, and the ſtaff of your declining 
years. You ſee then your own happineſs deeply inte- 
Teſted in the right performance of this duty; your 
child in this caſe will be truly a bleſſing from God, and 
the delight of your old age, On the other hand, conſi- 
der how bitter the reflection will be, if, by your ewn ne- 
glect, your child grows up in ignorance, profanity, and 
vice, When he thus becomes a diſgrace to his friends, 
a plague to ſociety, and miſerable in himſelf, he will alſo 
bring your grey hairs with ſorrow to the ground. Will 
not the thought then fir heavy on your mind, when you 
remember that it is owing, in a great meaſure, to your 
own negligence, that your child is wretched ? How cruel 
and tormenting will it be, for you to think that your 
children, in a dying hour, ſhall curſe the day of their 
birth ; nay, curſe their parents, the authors of their ex- 
iſtence? You are then, in ſome degree, the cauſe of 
their miſery, nay, have you not reaſon to fear, that you 
Mall be chargeable with many of their crimes ? 


I muſt be earneſt with you on this occaſion, when 1 
look around me, and fee ſo many of the riſing genera- 


tion, who, inſtead of being bred to knowledge, induſtry, 
and virtue, are, from their earlieſt days, trained up in 
ignorance, idlenefs, and vice; who, in place of being 
taught to pray, are taught to blaſpheme their God ; and 
who, in place of being accuſtomed to attend the ordinan- 
ces of religion, make the Sabbath the greateſt day of 
their ſinfulneſs and folly, Cod have mercy upon the 
parents of ſuch children, for they have a heavy account 
to clear at the day of judgment! Let me beſeech you 
not to be of this number, if you have any fear of God, 
if you have any regard for your fellow creatures, if you 
have any concern for your own kappines, if you have 

any love for your children, 
Put beſides theſe conſiderations. now mentioned, re- 
member more particularly the ſtrong obligations, which, 
in this ordinance you come under, to give your children 
a religious and virtuous education, While you here 
| devote 
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devote him to the ſervice of his God and his Saviour, 
you come under a ſolemn oath, that it ſhall be your ſin- 
cere endeavour to teach him the performance of thoſe 


duties which become him as a follower of Jeſus. As 


you hope that your prayers may be heard at a 'Throne 
of Grace, ſo, on your part, you become bound to be di- 
ligent in the uſe of thoſe means which God has appoint- 
ed to obtain his blefling. Be mindful then of the ſpi- 
ritual nature of that God in whoſe preſence you ſtand. 
You cannot deceive him by outward appearances of reli- 
gion; unleſs your heart is honeſt, and your intentions 
ſincere, you cannot he accepted. He is not like one of 
your fellow creatures, who may afterwards forget pro- 
miſes that have been made; if you have vowed, he will 
require the performance. Ir is a baſe thing fo deal 
diſhoneſtly with your neighbour, but it is an awful thing 
to deal deceitfully with God. Let I fear, that there are but 
too many who never think of the importance of the 
ſolemn promiſes they make on this occaſion. But be 
not you led away by the error of the fooliſh. Conſider 
well with yourſelf, whether you are really ſincere in 


your intentions to fulfil the engagements you are now to 


come under, and look up to God for his grace to 
ſtrengthen you in the performance. Be not contented 
with a feeble purpoſe which is ſoon forgotten, but put 
on a determined reſolution, and ſtrive to fix it in your 
mind. There are indeed but few or none who are able, 
in all reſpects, to do what they ought. Thro' the frailty 
of our nature, and the temptations of the world, we find 
ourſelves at ſome times too weak to do what we wiſh, at 
other times forgetful of what we may; but, the ſtronger 
that our purpoſes are, and the more ſincere our reſolu- 


tions, our conduct will be the more uniform and our en- 


deavours the more ſucceſsful. 

To conclude in the words of the * preacher : 
* 'Tho' your ſon be tender, and only beloved in the 
* ſight of his mother, teach him to get wiſdom and to 
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get underſtanding ; not to forſake * 2 The ſhall 


4 preſerve him; to love her and ſhe ſhall teach him; 


to exalt her and ſhe ſhall promote him ; to embrace 
* her and ſhe ſhall bring him to honour ; that the. years 


* of his life may be many; that when he goes his ſteps 


may not be ſtraitned; and when he runs he 925 not 
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